Let me provide a little background on myself and my relevant experience. As an undergraduate and graduate student, I was both encouraged to and supported in conducting research studies, so I have long known the value of students engaging in research. I received my BS from the University of Houston (TX) and my PhD in experimental psychology from Texas Tech University in 1978. I spent 26 years of my teaching career at a small private liberal arts college (Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, AR) where I taught Statistics, Experimental Psychology, and Research Methods for every psychology major in the program. Because of my belief in the importance of research experience for undergraduate students, I required all students in the Experimental and Research Methods courses to develop an original research proposal and to carry out that proposed project. It was a lot of work, to be sure, but I fi rmly believe that all students benefi ted from this approach-even (perhaps especially) those who did not go to graduate school. I also helped found the Arkansas Symposium for Psychology Students-a meeting for students to give presentations of their research projects-over 25 years ago. As I experienced as a student, I have spent much of my career supporting and encouraging undergraduate research.
My Experience as an Editor
In the 1980s, I learned about the journal Teaching of Psychology (ToP) and met its editor, Dr. Charles L. Brewer. Because of my interest in teaching and Charles' kind offer, I began to review manuscripts for ToP. Apparently I did a good job of reviewing because Charles sent me more manuscripts to review! Later, he asked me to become a consulting editor for the journal. After many years of reviewing and serving as a consulting editor, I was chosen to serve as editor after Charles fi nished his two terms. I spent 12 years as the Editor of ToP (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) , so I have a good deal of experience that I bring to the editorship of the Psi Chi Journal of Undergraduate Research.
My Philosophy
I believe that the most important thing I bring to editing the Psi Chi Journal is a fi rm conviction that reviewing and editing should serve both educational and supportive functions. Almost any faculty member can relate a horror story about having sent a manuscript out for review and receiving harsh, punitive feedback about the paper. It almost seems as though some reviewers and editors see their function as gatekeeping-they seem to want to keep authors from publishing rather than helping authors to publish. Rest assured that this philosophy is not in place at the Psi Chi Journal of Undergraduate Research! I want submitting and getting feedback from the Psi Chi Journal to be a pleasant experience, even if we reject a manuscript. If you receive a rejection letter, it and the accompanying reviews will clearly provide reasons for the rejection. Ideally, the letter and reviews will also give suggestions for revising the manuscript so that it might fare better in another round of reviews. Realize, of course, that sometimes a manuscript might not be strong enough that a simple revision will suffi ce-sometimes reviewers will suggest that additional research with improvements would be necessary for a manuscript to be publishable. We want students to be able to publish in the Journal, and we want them to publish the best possible manuscript that they can produce-that is why we spend the time that we do with each manuscript.
My Review Process
In addition to being educational and supportive in the review process, I also hope to be timely in responding to authors' submissions. When I receive a manuscript submitted by a Psi Chi member (see www.psichi.org/ pubs/journal/submissions.aspx for submission guidelines and the submission link), I send it to three reviewers who have expertise and interest in the topic area. I ask them to return a review of the manuscript within a month (reviewers are faculty members who have busy lives, of course!). Sometimes I will have to remind a reviewer, so it may be more than a month before I have all three reviews. When I have all three reviews, I can turn my 
My Direction for the Journal
I took over the reins of editing the Journal in September from Dr. Martha Zlokovich, who is the Executive Director of Psi Chi. Martha had stepped into the breach on a temporary basis and did yeoman's work in helping the Journal to recover from an emergency situation. Together, we have worked to reduce the backlog of manuscripts that had built up over a period of time. We apologize to any students or faculty who were affected by the situation that led to a backlog and extended periods of time waiting on manuscript reviews. Further, we will do our utmost to make sure that this situation is not repeated.
I have long admired and respected the Psi Chi Journal of Undergraduate Research and the people who founded and edited it. Now I have my chance to follow in their footsteps. As the Journal enters its 15 th year of publication, I hope that I can count on you-members and faculty sponsors of Psi Chi-to help me as we strive to return the Journal to its leadership position in helping educate undergraduate psychology students.
My Advice for Student Authors
1. Strip your manuscript of any identifying information (e.g., title page, Method section, author note) so that I can send it out for blind review. Blind review ensures that reviewers treat all manuscripts equally, because there are no clues about the author or the author's school.
2. Follow APA style as closely as possible. Despite having used APA style for more than three decades, I still keep my APA manual within arm's reach when I write. It is a reference book, so it is not surprising if you don't remember it all! You will fi nd a presubmission checklist on pages 133-136 of this issue, but it simply focuses on APA style issues. You and your faculty mentor can bypass the need for a checklist simply by assuring that you have meticulously followed APA style guidelines. Beginning June 1, 2010, all manuscripts should follow the 6th edition of the APA style manual.
3. Your research project was based on previous research. For that reason, it is important to stress your new and original contribution to the psychological literature. Publishing a replication of a study that is already in the literature is typically not a good use of journal space, so it is your "job" to sell the reader on the new aspects of your research.
4. If you receive a rejection letter, it will probably disappoint you. However, after your initial disappointment, reread the letter carefully. Determine whether the letter gives you encouragement to revise and resubmit your manuscript. Pay attention to what the editor and reviewers are asking you to do before you resubmit the manuscript. Be sure to work with your faculty mentor on responding to reviewer comments and revising your manuscript. How well and how completely you respond to these prompts will go a long way toward determining whether your revised manuscript is likely to be accepted.
1. According to the submission guidelines, the "mentor affi rms that it is high-level work." Thus, it is not likely to be the case that faculty members should encourage all of their students to submit their manuscripts to the Psi Chi Journal of Undergraduate Research. However, I do hope that you will encourage your students with good research projects to submit them to the Psi Chi Journal. It is important to keep the submissions fl owing in order to create a highquality journal.
2. Faculty mentors must walk a tightrope with sponsoring submissions to the Psi Chi Journal. On one hand, in sponsoring the paper, they must attest "that the planning, execution, and writing of the manuscript represent primarily the work of the undergraduate student." However, the submission guidelines also ask mentors to attest that they have "read and critiqued the manuscript on content, method, APA style, grammar, and overall presentation," and faculty mentors are eligible for authorship credit on the paper. Thus, I encourage faculty to do their best job of editing the manuscript before the student submits it. As psychologists, we know how important external factors such as grammar, writing style, and adherence to APA format can be in establishing a reviewer's "feel" for a submission.
3. Include your e-mail address so that I can send you a copy of the decision letter, reviews, and marked manuscript. Some of your most important mentoring may come in helping your student interpret a letter of rejection-there are likely to be important cues regarding resubmission that students might miss if they simply fi xate on the rejection message.
My Advice for Faculty Mentors

